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PREFACE. 


In  my  present  vocation  is  included  the  desire  to  present  to  the 
European  and  American  public  the  following  reflections. 

A  certain  religious  society  in  Wiirtemberg,  called  “  The 
Temple ,”  whose  standard  is  “  the  sure  word  of  prophecy,”  sent  me 
out  to  Palestine  in  order  to  make  preparations  for  their  final  settle¬ 
ment  in  that  country.  There  it  will  be  their  first  task  to  represent 
one  part  of  the  Spiritual  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  by  their  own  statutes 
and  judgments. 

At  the  same  time  this  society  sent  Rev.  Christopher  Hoffmann 
also,  to  Palestine,  with  the  intention  of  establishing  a  mission,  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Temple,  somewhere  in  the  Holy 
Land. 

|  |Both  of  us  left  our  former  home — Kirschenhardthof,  a  hamlet  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of  Waiblingen,  Wiirtemberg — on  the 
6th  day  of  August,  1868,  and,  traveling  together,  we  arrived  safely, 
by  way  of  Constantinople,  after  the  transaction  of  business  at 
Constantinople,  at  Haifa  on  the  Carmel,  at  the  end  of  October,  1868. 

At  the  expiration  of  about  three  or  four  months’  reconnoiterings, 
we  concluded  to  establish  outposts  here  in  Haifa  and  at  Jaffa,  and 
to  buy  some  property  for  that  purpose,  which,  I  gladly  add,  has 
been  already  done. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  put  this  statement  at  the  head  of  these 
subsequent  observations. 

G.  D.  HARDEGG. 


Haifa,  on  the  Carmel,  March  9th,  1869. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


I.  What  Time  is  it  on  the  Great  Clock;  of  the  Earth  ? 

Although  the  Lord  Jesus  himself  said,  “  Of  that  day  and 
that  hour  knoweth  no  man  ;  no,  not  the  angels  which  are  in 
heaven,  neither  the  Son,  hut  the  Father,”  nevertheless  he  directs 
us  to  discern  the  signs  of  times,  saying,  “Now  learn  a  parable 
of  the  fig-tree and  wheresoever  the  carcass  is,  there  will  the 
eagles  he  gathered  together.” 

Guided  by  these  truths,  we  may  perceive  clearly  the  condition 
of  mankind,  and  by  the  latter,  that  the  time  of  the  Lord’s  second 
advent,  and  of  the  establishment  of  the  Millenium,  is  at  hand. 

Now,  man  will  act  entirely  in  harmony  with  the  purposes  of 
Christ,  if  he  only  will  search  the  Scripture  and  discern  the  signs 
of  times,  and  that  not  because  of  his  own  notions,  but  because  of 
his  strong  intention,  to  prepare  himself,  and  others,  too,  particu¬ 
larly  for  that  terrible,  yet  magnificent  event. 

Almost  every  body  well  knows  that  the  Oriental  question  is 
fully  agitated ;  hence,  I  conclude  that  we  are  living  in  the  time 
of  the  sixth  vial  which,  according  to  the  literal  sense,  will  be 
poured  out  upon  the  Orient,  and  involve  th.e  whole  world  in  its 
agitation.  This  interpretation  seems  to  be  correct,  and  not  made 
by  force,  E»r  the  text  reads  as  follows : 

“  And  the  sixth  angel  poured  out  his  vial  upon  the  great  river 
Euphrates ;  and  the  water  thereof  was  dried  up,  that  the  way  of 
the  kings  of  the  East  might  be  prepared.  And  I  saw  three  unclean 
spirits  like  frogs  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  and  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  beast,  and  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  false  prophet- 
Behold,  I  come  as  a  thief!  Blessed  is  he  that  watcheth,  and  keep- 
eth  his  garments,  lest  he  walk  naked,  and  they  see  his  shame. 
And  he  gathered  them  together  into  a  place  called  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue  Armageddon. ”(LRev.  xvi,  12-16.  ' 

What  is  now  the  finaEMesign  of  these  horrible  events?  I 
answer  the  question  as  one  of  a  very  natural  character,  by  saying, 
It  is  the  erection  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem ,  and  the  restoration 
of  the  Holy  Land . 
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II.  The  Temple  at  Jerusalem. 

✓ 

As  for  an  explanation,  the  question  might  be  here  in  order,  is 
it  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  or  is  it  the  Temple  of  Ezekiel  ? 

The  Temple  of  Solomon  is  done  away,  hut  the  Temple  of 
Ezekiel  is  yet  to  he  built.  That  temple  shall  he  such  a  perfect 
order  or  regulation  of  the  internal  and  external  relations  of  men, 
that  it  seems  to  me  very  improbable,  if  not  impossible,  that  it 
will  be  built  in  the  present  time  of  change,  but  rather  at  the 
commencement  of  the  millenium.  Still,  there  is  another  temple 
sketched  before  us  which,  being  of  a  pure  spiritual  nature,  con¬ 
sists  solely  in  qualities,  and,  consequently,  not  of  outward  buildings. 
The  description  of  that  temple  we  find  in  the  book  of  Revela¬ 
tion,  chapter  11th,  (whoso  readeth,  let  him  understand !)  Row, 
in  my  opinion,  the  erecting  and  re-establishing  of  that  Temple 
(according  to  Rev.  1 1)  is  at  present  the  principal  task,  which  I 
regard  as  a  work  of  preparation  for  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 
Only  of  that  temple  am  I  speaking  now. 

The  two  witnesses  are,  really,  the  nerve  and  the  central  point 
of  that  living  temple.  But  these  witnesses  are,  by  no  means,  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments ;  but  evidently,  and  according  to  a 
lawful  interpretation,  two  men ,  who  shall  maintain  the  authority 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

In  that  true  sense  of  the  scripture,  the  Lord  Jesus  himself  is 
called  “  The  Word  of  Clod.”  According  to  the  words  of  prophecy 
(Rev.  11)  the  appearance  of  the  two  witnesses  will  take  place  in 
the  city  of  Jerusalem. 

Row,  if  men  should  like  to  wait  till  they  come,  they  would  act 
contrary  to  the  law,  “  Tlmu  shall  not  tempt  the  Lord,  thy  God;” 
for  that  would  surely  be  called,  Tempting  of  God.  Believers, 
therefore,  must  try  to  induce  the  Lord  that  he,  by  their  efforts, 
may  be  ready  to  “give”  them  to  us. 

Americans,  Englishmen,  Prussians,  etc.,  did  not  thus  wait  for 
thfir  undertakings,  in  the  Holy  Land,  till  the  coming  of  the  two 
witnesses,  but  rather  went  to  work,  a  good  while  ago,  by  erecting 
and  managing  several  useful  and  beneficial  institutions  there. 
Thus  they  have,  in  fact,  prepared  the  way  for  the  Temple  (Rev. 
11),  although,  perhaps,  they  did  not  have  it  in  their  mind,  not 
even  in  theory. 

The  common  condition  of  mankind  has  become  so  painful, 


both  in  spiritual  and  physical  relations,  that  the  necessity  of 
making  a  change  is  felt  and  acknowledged  in  general.  For  that 
reason,  the  social  question  is  much  talked  of,  and  there  will  be 
found  a  multitude  of  propositions  and  efforts,  in  order  to  solve  it. 
But  these  efforts  were  generally  turned  to  accessory  points,  which 
never  touched  the  real  seat  of  misery.  Prophecy  radically 
instructs  us  wherein  the  social  question  consists,  for  it  has  com¬ 
manded  all  Christian  nations,  “  That  the  heart  of  the  fathers 
shall  turn  to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their 
fathers.”  Mai.  iv,  G. 

Every  denomination  ousrht  to  carry  on  that  business.  It  is  true, 
we  may  add,  that  something  conformable  to  the  object  in  view 
is  accomplished  by  them.  Yet,  it  is  true,  also,  that  the  most 
influential  institutions,  and  scholars,  and  authors,  do  not  like  to 
engage  in  it,  nor  to  get  acquainted  with  it  at  all. 

By  the  two  witnesses,  Christianity  appears,  personally,  again  in 
its  genuine  nature,  proving  its  abilities  by  overcoming  every 
difficulty;  consequently,  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  will  be  worthy 
of  being  and  becoming,  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  of  the  devil,  the 
creed  of  every  denomination. 

Some  people  imagine  that  by  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  is  to  be 
understood  a  sort  of  Mormonism,  together  with  polygamy  and 
communism.  But  such  imaginations  are,  verily,  against  the 
principles  of  the  Temple. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  in  recommending  a  just  appropriation  of 
the  money  by  no  means  favor  communism ;  and  in  regard  to  the 
relationship  of  both  sexes  it  requires  mere  justice,  according  to 
the  7th  chapter  of  the  1st  Corinthians.  Nevertheless,  experience 
proves  that  some  impure  elements  are  always  creeping  deceit¬ 
fully  into  the  best  undertakings. 

The  Lord  points  out  the  lesson  to  his  disciples  in  the  following 
words:  ‘‘Heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  lepers,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out 
devils.”  Matt,  x,  8.  The  ability  to  practice  such  functions  is 
real  cultivation  of  the  mind.  Partial  cultivation  of  the  brain, 
now-a-days  very  much  favored,  could  boast  of  itself,  only  because 
there  was  no  more  real  cultivation  of  the  mind,  and  because 
theology  has  sunk  to  a  superficial  knowledge  of  amateurs. 

It  is  plain,  that  people  who  do  not  acknowledge  that  lesson 
will  make  no  efforts  for  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  and  this  is  the 
reason  why  Christianity  has  lost  its  savor.  Therefore,  it  is  indis- 
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putably  the  duty  of  the  Temple  to  take  care  that  the  Apostle’s 
precept:  “Follow  after  charity,  and  desire  spiritual  gifts,  hut 
rather  that  ye  may  prophesy,”  (1st  Cor.  xiv,  1,)  he  realized. 

It  is  the  fashion  iioav,  to  speak  only  of  “  charity,”  and  it 
will  he  more  fashionable  yet,  the  more  all  things  approach  their 
final  decision.  Still,  they  forget,  that  that  charity  described  and 
required  by  the  Apostle  is  warranted  only  by  spiritual,  and  not 
by  carnal  and  corrupt  men. 

One  of  the  greatest  calamities  of  the  sixth  vial  shall  be  uni¬ 
versal  war ,  besides  the  religious  confusion  induced  by  the  false 
prophet.  Against  that,  there  is  no  remedy  to  be  found  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  except  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem ,  according  to  the  vision  of 
the  prophet.  Isaiah  ii,  1—1 : 

“The  word  that  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  saw  concerning  Judah 
and  Jerusalem.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  that 
the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s  house  shall  be  established  in  the  top 
of  the  mountains,  and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills ;  and  all 
nations  shall  flow  unto  it.  And  many  people  shall  go  and  say, 
Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
house  of  the  God  ot  J acob  ;  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and 
we  will  walk  in  his  paths :  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law, 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.  And  he  shall  judge 
among  the  nations,  and  shall  rebuke  many  people  :  and  they  shall 
beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  prun¬ 
ing  hooks:  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  any  more.” 

Every  Christian  denomination  is  under  obligation  to  work  for 
the  building  of  that  sanctuary,  whereby,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  them  to  give  up  their  particular  organizations, 
for  “  where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty.”  Yet  reso¬ 
lutions  of  majorities,  if  passed  on  religious  questions  of  impor¬ 
tance,  are  not  admissible  at  all,  because  they  generally  proceed 
from  deliberations  which  seldom  rise  to  the  profoundness  of  the 
thoughts  of  God. 

For  that  end  let  us  read  what  John  A.  Bengel,  a  justly  cele¬ 
brated  divine,  on  a  certain  occasion,  writes  in  a  letter,  dated 
July  20th,  1714: 

“  It  is  not  competent  for  man,  nor  for  any  human  society,  in 
matters  which  God  himself  leaves  to  one’s  own  choice,  to  cast  a 
snare  upon  him,  although  done  for  the  sake  of  good  appearance. 
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“  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price ;  be  not  ye  the  servants  of  men.” 
In  faith,  in  love,  in  hope,  shall  all  they  who  are  partakers  of  the 
heavenly  calling  hold  well  together,  and  assist  one  another  while 
on  the  path  of  their  pilgrimage ;  but  none  of  them  shall  bring 
or  be  brought  under  the  power  of  any.  Love  of  Christ  shall  by 
no  party  be  limited,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  destroy  any  of  the 
commandments  of  God  for  the  sake  of  human  pretensions  and 
precepts,  not  even  if  they  were  very  plausible.  Purity,  union  and 
liberty  belong  together.  To  the  Christians  living  in  purity,  main¬ 
tenance  of  liberty  serves  for  a  higher  respect,  love  and  unity  among 
themselves,  while  among  the  others,  putting  unity  first,  secret 
displeasure  and  dissimulation  will  very  soon  appear.  If  I  am 
defending  liberty,  and  others  are  trying  to  overrule  me,  then, 
enmity  lies  not  at  my  side,  but  at  theirs.” 

These  words  of  Benoel  ought  to  be  attended  to  carefully, 
especially  in  a  time  like  the  present,  where  the  great  Pope,  and 
numberless  small  popes,  too,  are  pulled  up  as  having  authority. 

It  is  a  good  while  since,  that  not  only  individuals,  but  denomina¬ 
tions,  also,  have  been  struggling  between  elevation  and  relapse. 
To  be  sure,  there  will  be  no  beneficial  progress  secured  by  them, 
unless  they  make  prophecy :  that  is,  the  realization  of  the  thoughts 
of  God — their  pole-star  — by  commencing  with  the  spiritual 
temple  at  Jerusalem  up  to  the  restoration  of  a  new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth ;  provided  that  they  take  the  proper  measures,  such 
as  is  prescribed  by  the  temple  of  God. 

These  views  I  have  developed  amply  in  a  book,  “  The  Ever¬ 
lasting  Gospel ,”  published  in  Germany,  1866. 

How,  I  proceed  to  the  conditions  of  the  restoration  of  the  Holy 
Land,  or,  the  colonization  of  Palestine. 

IV.  HOW  TO  UNDERTAKE  THE  COLONIZATION  OF  PALESTINE 

WITH  SUCCESS. 

We  are  living  in  a  time  of  change  and  growth.  Hitherto 
every  conviction  has  been  wavering,  or  will  become  wavering,  in 
“  the  horn’  of  temptation,  which  shall  come  upon  all  the  world  to 
try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.”  The  Spiritual  Temple  as 
provided  for  our  time,  in  order  to  give  to  the  spirits  direction, 
firmness  and  work,  is  not  acknowledged  yet  as  a  remedy. 

Although  the  long  and  fiery  stream  (Daniel  vii,  10)  has  been 
always  felt  upon  earth,  and  moved  the  spirits  to  make  haste,  still, 
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tliere  are  at  present  not  leaders  enough  who  will  be  able  to  help 
their  fellow-men  out  of  Babylonian  confusion.  In  our  present 
situation  and  circumstances,  want  of  decision  is  intolerable  to 
any  upright  soul.  Each  is  seeking  to  come  out  of  it  at  any  price, 
and  from  that  we  conclude  that  in  a  short  time  all  of  them 
will  make  up  their  mind  to  embrace  that  creed  of  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem  —  for  Jerusalem  means,  like  Rome,  a  place  and  creed, 
the  latter  to  be  practiced  everywhere  in  the  world  —  and  then  a 
great  separation  between  mankind  is  going  to  take  place. 

As  timid  men  judge  everything  with  regard  to  its  success,  it  is 
proper  to  inquire  how  we  must,  while  building  up  the  temple, 
proceed  so  as  to  avoid  mistakes?  Palestine  is  yet  a  healthy 
and  fertile  country,  but  country  and  people,  both  of  them,  are 
trampled  down  very  low,  and,  therefore,  need  again,  in  the  first 
place,  to  be  planted,  and  then  gradually  elevated  and  enlightened. 

A  society,  like  that  of  the  Temple  of  W iirtemberg,  is  notable 
to  accomplish  that  work  alone,  it  requires  the  co-operation  of  all 
nations  ;  but  while  engaged  in  making  preparations  for  the  same, 
they  set  an  example  in  doing  good. 

He  who  does  not  like,  above  everything,  to  co-operate  in  erect¬ 
ing  the  Kingdom  of  God,  is  not  to  be  advised  to  run  the  risk  of 
coming  into  this  country,  for  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  are 
such  that  they  cannot  be  overcome  except  by  spiritual  men. 

The  key  to  the  heart  of  the  natives,  or  Arabs,  are  institutions 
of  education,  where  they  have  the  opportunity  to  learn  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  intellectual  culture  and  external  improvement.  Such 
institutions  are  the  real  wants  of  the  natives,  of  which  they  know 
themselves  well  enough  that  they  are  for  their  own  interest.  In 
connection  with  such  institutions  (as  schools,  academies  or  col¬ 
leges  in  accordance  with  the  aims  and  principles  of  the  “  schools 
of  the  prophets  ”)  could  the  interests  of  agriculture,  breeding  of 
cattle,  industry  and  commerce  be  developed  both  by  the  emi¬ 
grants  and  natives. 

As  long  as  the  present  state  of  things  exists,  emigration  remains 
a  work  of  faith,  and  for  that  reason  it  seems  to  be  not  at  all 
advisable  to  force  a  way  immediately  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  but  rather  to  settle  first,  in  cities  on  the  sea  coast,  for 
there  is  to  be  found  protection  from  the  respective  consuls. 

Societies  like  that  of  the  Temple,  having  cast  their  eye3  on 
that  country,  are  doing  well,  if  they  sent  at  first  some  men  there 
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of  mature  age  and  experience,  for  the  purpose  of  taking,  like  spies, 
tlieir  chances. 

While  the  noble  enterprise,  with  respect  to  the  re-establishment 
of  the  Holy  Land,  is  regarded  merely  as  a  notion,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  take  great  care  in  the  pursuit  of  the  work.  But  as 
soon  as  by  the  judgments  of  God,  it  shall  be  acknowledged  as  an 
act  of  going  out  of  Babylon,  and  as  a  beginning  of  the  temple  of 
God,  men  will  then  inquire,  instead  of  for  money,  for  other 
things  and  qualities. 

These  are  the  impressions  and  lessons  I  have  drawn  wdiile  in 
this  country  during  a  space  of  about  six  months.  He  who  is 
ready  to  perform  something  for  that  enterprise  should  remember 
the  word  of  the  prophet,  “  O  Jerusalem,  thy  children  shall  make 
haste.” 

V.  Some  Examples  of  the  way  in  which  the  Spiritual 
Temple  can  be  Promoted. 

Love  for  a  necessary  cause,  connected  with  a  determination  to 
serve  it,  makes  one  inventive.  How  heavy  is  the  yoke  of  the 
world,  death  and  hell!  Yet,  people  are  not  getting  tired  of 
bearing  it.  Why  ?  Because  they  are  not  able  to  place  before 
their  mind  any  more  the  way  of  liberty :  that  is,  the  erection  of 
the  temple  of  God  as  the  foundation  of  every  spiritual  undertak¬ 
ing  in  all  countries ;  or,  in  short,  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  as  the 
effectual  remedy. 

God  has  arranged  men’s  lives  in  such  a  manner  that  they  ought 
not  to  seek  first  after  dollars,  but  His  Kingdom,  and  to  measure 
salvation  and  condemnation,  yea,  eternity  of  eternities,  according 
to  the  exceeding  greatness  of  His  power,  and  the  mystery  of  His 
perfect  will.  Nevertheless,  the  money  question  takes  now  the 
highest  rank  among  all ;  and  the  misuse  of  money  results  in 
reversing  the  divine  order. 

“  The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of 
hosts.”  That  shows,  evidently,  that  men  using  their  money,  not 
for  the  building  up  of  the  sanctuary  —  be  it  at  home  or  in  the 
Holy  Land  —  corrupt  the  earth.  They  count  the  blood  of  Christ, 
the  only  thing  dear  before  the  Holy  One,  for  nothing. 

Now,  there  seems  always  to  be  plenty  of  money,  if  institutions 
are  to  be  established  for  the  support  of  Death  and  Hell ;  but 
not  enough  for  institutions  for  educational  and  other  national 
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purposes,  by  which,  in  conformity  to  the  end  in  view,  the  corrup¬ 
tion  must  be  checked.  Consolatory  arguments,  relative  to  the 
means  and  resources,  given  by  pointing  to  better  times  in  the 
future,  are,  then,  neither  very  scarce,  nor  uncommon. 

Well,  better  times  are  coming  now ,  if  we  want  them;  if  not, 
then  Ave  are  not  worthy  of  having  them,  unless  it  be  one,  which 
shall  be  experienced  by  causes  and  consequences. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  a  just  and  God-pleasing  appropria¬ 
tion  of  the  money  has  been  furnished  by  “  The  Temple ,”  a 
society  that  is  neither  very  numerous  nor  in  Arery  easy  circum¬ 
stances,  but  Avhich  has  contributed  or  lent  on  shares  to  the  amount 
of  One  hundred  thousand  florins,  in  order  to  prepare  and  aid  the 
Temple  at  Jerusalem  by  a  prudent  colonization.  Other  societies, 
independent  of  the  society  of  the  Temple,  may  pursue  the  same 
course  and  purposes.  Thus  the  Holy  Land  will  be  restored 
gradually. 

The  cause  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  may  be  promoted  also 
without  money.  The  Prussian  government  promoted  and  proved 
it  by  its  embassy  at  Constantinople,  who  interposed  a  treaty 
between  the  High  Porte  and  the  society  of  the  Temple,  in  behalf 
of  the  latter,  especially  with  regard  to  a  certain  piece  of  land  to 
be  granted  by  the  former  to  the  latter. 

On  looking  back  to  the  year  1866  and  the  respective  solution 
of  the  social  question  in  Germany,  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not 
understand  fully  the  benefit  of  it.  Yet,  I  am  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge,  that,  on  the  part  of  the  Prussian  government,  it  was  a  trait 
of  high  prudence  to  assist  the  colonizing  of  Palestine,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  Ave  pay  “  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.”  Through  the 
intermediation  of  the  Prussian  government,  in  behalf  of  the 
Temple,  a  beginning  at  least  has  been  made  in  reference  to  the 
fulfilment  of  that  prophecy,  “  Kings  shall  be  thy  nursing  fathers, 
and  their  queens  thy  nursing  mothers.”  Is.,  xlix,  23. 

VI.  The  Jewish  Question,  or,  to  Whom  belongs  the 

Holy  Land? 

Some  searchers  of  prophecy  don’t  like  to  get  acquainted  with 
the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  and  the  colonization  of  Palestine,  and  to 
have  intercourse  with  the  friends  thereof,  because  the  land,  they 
assert,  belongs  to  the  JeAvs.  Now  I  think  that  treating  prophecy 
in  such  a  shallow  and  superficial  manner  is,  indeed,  an  easy  task. 
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But  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  by  such  a  treatment  the  great 
spiritual  and  moral  relations  or  conditions  could  he  settled,  being 
attached  to  the  temple?  Rev.  11. 

Holding  as  we  do  that  the  erection  of  that  temple  is  the  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  second  advent  of  the  Lord,  we  declare  that  that 
preparation  is  to  he  the  chief  task  of  all  Christendom  in  this  very 
latest  time. 

Concerning  Palestine,  we  leave  to  our  Lord  what  He  is  going 
to  do  with  and  how  He  disposes  of  it.  Yet,  he  it  as  it  may,  one 
thing  is  certain  that  I  know,  and  that  is  as  sure  as  the  testimony 
and  judgment  of  God,  namely,  that  the  erection  of  the  Temple 
at  Jerusalem  is  the  universal  remedy  for  both  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
and  consequently  for  the  realization  of  that  prophecy  in  favor  of 
Israel.  (Rom.  xi.)  To  such  a  precedence  the  Jews  are  more 
inclined  to  open  their  mind  and  hearts  than  to  the  experiments 
of  conversion  in  the  midst  of  Christians.  To  the  whole  of 
Christendom,  while  being  tortured  by  every  woe,  the  Jews  may 
justly  reply:  “Physician,  heal  thyself.” 

VII.  The  Institution  in  view. 

I  consider  it  to  be  a  part  of  my  task  now  to  establish  an  insti¬ 
tution  for  youth,  in  which  they  are  to  be  instructed  according  to 
1  Cor.,  xii,  in  the  great  desire  of  spiritual  gifts.  Another  insti¬ 
tution  shall  be  connected  with  it  for  persons  oppressed  of  the 
devil.  It  is  a  fact  that  at  the  hospitals  physicians  finish  their 
course.  In  like  manner  shall  young  men  of  spiritual  faculties 
or  talents  finish  their  education  in  the  works  of  destruction 
caused  by  the  devil. 

The  Arabian  language,  besides  other  personal  acquirements, 
are  to  be  taught.  Agriculture,  breeding  of  cattle  and  trade  shall 
be  attended  to,  as  to  the  most  general  and  useful  occupation  of 
man.  In  the  same  line  of  business  I  formerly  labored  with 
some  success,  and  I  would  like  to  commence  the  same  successful 
enterprise  in  this  country,  as  soon  as  spiritual  and  temporal 
means  allow  it. 

Conclusion. 

The  most  powerful  sermons  no  longer  make  an  impression  on 
mankind.  But  a  lawful  realization  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem 
would  be  a  sermon  which  would  be  understood  of  the  whole 
world.  The  Author. 

Haifa,  April  2th,  1869. 


APPENDIX  OF  THE  TRANSLATOR. 


Our  Covenant  and  Testimony. 

Made  by  the  pastor,  elders,  deacons,  Sunday  school  teachers,  choir  and  most  of 
the  other  members  of  the  independent  German  Reformed  Church  at  Schenec¬ 
tady,  on  Sunday,  October  18th,  A.  d.  1868. 

While  the  assembled  spirits  in  heaven  rightly  expect  that 
their  dear  brethren  on  the  earth  now  undertake  the  work  of 
Christ,  with  united  strength,  and  with  vigor  conduct  it  to  the 
designed  completion,  we,  the  undersigned,  Jerusalem  Friends, 
have  determined,  in  our  present  relation  to  the  State  and  com¬ 
munity,  to  establish  a  close  and  intimate  fellowship,  and  to 
conclude  with  each  other  a  covenant,  which  resting  on  the  apos¬ 
tles  and  prophets  embraces  the  promises  of  the  present  and  future 
life. 

While  we  direct  our  look  undisturbed  to  the  bright  Morning- 
Star  and  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  as  well  as  to  the  great 
cloud  of  witnesses  and  heroic  souls,  who  have  not  held  their  own 
lives  dear,  and  who,  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  have  over¬ 
come  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil  ■ — ■  we  contemplate  their 
end  and  follow  their  faith.  This  is  our  firm,  irrevocable  decision. 

For  the  carrying  out  of  this  high  determination  we  pursue  and 
maintain  exclusively  the  programme  of  the  German  Temple , 
which  is  the  divinely  appointed  way,  for  all  churches,  sects  and 
religions,  the  way  of  light  and  justice,  of  life  and  blessing.  (One 
can  find  the  more  definite  object  and  explanation  of  these  employ¬ 
ments  in  the  organs  of  the  Temple  [  Warte  and  Posaune\  in 
whose  collections,  and  especially  in  the  comprehensive  writings 
of  Hoffmann,  FIardegg,  and  Paulus,  which  we  accept  as  our 
standard  outside  of  the  Bible.) 

We  pledge  ourselves  in  truth  and  faith,  for  time  and  for  eter¬ 
nity,  to  that  holiness  and  justice  which  are  well-pleasing  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  which  are  the  ornaments  of  His  house. 

We  choose  a  reasonable  and  unspotted  service,  and  banish 
hypocrisy  in  religion  as  well  as  in  politics. 

We  desire  spiritual  gifts  for  the  most  part  that  we  may 
prophesy ;  for  the  temple  of  God  must  again  prophesy  to  peoples, 
and  heathens  and  tongues  and  kings.  (Rev.  x,  11.) 
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We  agree  to  apply  tlie  Law  of  Moses  to  our  present  position 
and  relations  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  according  to  the  example 
of  the  great  ambassadors  of  his  kingdom  and  as  conscientiously 
to  obey  it,  as  we  do  the  Gospel. 

We  join  together  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  love.  These, 
rightly  understood,  produce  that  beautiful  union  of  feeling  where 
brother  finds  in  brother,  and  sister  in  sister,  that  which  the  Giver 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift  has  bestowed  upon  man,  as  upon 
His  own  image. 

Here  is  produced  the  bond  of  respect  and  of  genuine  brother- 
love,  free  from  all  considerations  of  advantage,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  without  prejudice  and  censoriousness.  This  bond  rests 
itself  entirely  upon  the  feeling  of  inner  worth  in  each  individual, 
and  not  on  any  consideration  of  earthly  advantage. 

We  step  out  of  the  connection  with  this  fallen  race,  among 
which,  mingled  together,  we  live  ;  out  from  the  sinful  race  of  the 
land  and  people,  threatened  with  the  judgment  of  God,  and  seek 
to  release  ourselves  from  its  common  guilt  by  an  apprehension  of 
our  common  undertaking,  and  performance  of  our  common  duty ; 
this  we  do  for  the  salvation  and  blessing  of  ourselves  and  others. 
W e  seek  the  peace  of  the  city ;  but  finally  we  obey  the  voice 
from  heaven,  saying,  Come  out  of  Babylon,  my  people  ! 

There  are,  it  is  true,  here  and  there,  pious,  reverential,  faithful 
and  godly  souls  ;  and  such  there  have  been  in  almost  every  age ; 
also  single  families  and  communities ;  but,  still,  we  say  there  has 
never  been,  in  this  world,  a  people  of  God ,  in  the  fullest,  truest 
sense  of  the  word.  In  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  attempts  of 
churches  and  sects,  as  well  as  all  those  of  political  parties,  of 
social  organizations  and  institutions,  have  proved  failures. 

There  must,  however,  at  last,  a  way  be  discovered  and  a  sure 
infallible  course  be  taken  which  will  lead  to  the  salvation  of 
mankind. 

Rejoice !  Such  a  way  really  exists.  It  is  the  way  of  the 
children  of  the  Most  High  ;  of  those  who  receive  the  fellowship 
and  kingdom  of  the  first-born,  whose  names  are  written  in  the 
Book  of  Life  ;  who  are  clothed  in  white  garments,  and  who  bear 
the  palms  of  victory  in  their  hands  —  a  great  throng  —  of  whom 
Jesus,  by  his  servant  John,  wrote,  “  that  they  should  come  out  of 
great  tribulation,  and  that  no  man  could  number  them.”  Yet, 
these  all,  having  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,  received 
not  the  promise,  God  having  provided  some  better  thing  for  us, 
that  they  without  us  should  not  be  made  perfect.”  (Ezekiel 
xi ;  Rev.  vii.) 

Nevertheless  their  way  is  also  our  way,  and  this  the  spiritual, 
the  German  Temple,  has  again  discovered,  saying,  this  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it.  This  Temple  is  the  beginning  for  the  union  of  the 
people  of  God  who  collect  together  in  the  promised  land.  "We 
regard  ourselves  as  a  part  of  these  and  consecrate  our  means, 
time  and  powers  to  this  holy  cause. 
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For  this  end  we  combine  ourselves  more  firmly,  and  establish 
ourselves  in  the  present  truth.  As  covenant  companions  of  those 
who  bear  the  seal  of  the  living  God,  we  are  made  acquainted 
with  the  secret  purpose  of  God  which  will  be  fulfilled  in  the  days 
of  the  seventh  angel,  when  the  Lord  will  send  forth  his  angels 
with  a  loud  noise  to  assemble  his  elect  from  the  four  winds  and 
from  one  end  of  Heaven  to  the  other. 

We  therefore  join  our  hands,  and  before  God  promise  each 
other  that  we  will  rely  solely  on  Jesus  Christ ,  live  only  for  His 
second  coming,  serve  under  His  banner,  suffer  with  Llis  saints, 
die  for  His  truth;  and  we  declare  to  America  and  the  whole 
world  that  there  is  for  no  soul,  or  family,  or  church,  or  people, 
any  ark  of  salvation  other  than  the  people  of  God  with  their  land 
and  temple,  their  constitution  and  government,  their  customs  and 
laws. 

For  this  may  the  Lord  of  Sabbaoth  graciously  help  us  and  con¬ 
duct  us  by  the  standards  of  His  kingdom,  by  Llis  spirit,  by  His 
angels,  and  by  His  chosen  vessels  unto  Mount  Zion  and  unto  the 
city  of  the  great  King. 

Wm.  F.  SCHWILK,  Pastor. 

(Other  names  are  left  out.) 


Rote. — Both  of  these  manuscripts,  “  The  Reflections”  and 
“  Covenant  and  Testimony,”  were  published  in  “  The  Reichs 
Posaune ,”  which  is  a  German  religious,  social  and  political  news¬ 
paper,  and  the  organ  of  the  Temple  in  America,  edited  and 
issued  by  Rev.  W.  F.  Schwilk,  at  Schenectady,  1ST.  Y. 


